






Our plans for growth

The plans to develop at the existing brownfield site will allow the tourism facility at Brackla Harbour 
to grow and further contribute to a competitive, sustainable and adaptable Highland economy. The 
Bremner family’s aspiration is to ensure that the shores of Loch Ness can welcome as many tourists as 
possible. For this dream to be realised, upgrading the current provision is vital. 

The plans are to develop safe, direct access to the Loch, including direct disabled access. This will 
allow all users to be able to enjoy the beautiful surroundings first hand. 

Shore-side, the plans are to create catering and retail facilities such as a picnic area, café and gift 
shop. This will enhance current provision and make the most of the tourism opportunity, also creating 
a safe base for users of the Great Glen Canoe Trail.

There are also plans to improve the parking facilities. The increased number of visitors to Loch Ness 
has brought about a need for improved shore-side access to Brackla Harbour that is safe and direct. 
Visitors to Loch Ness are currently forced to use the car parking facilities at the neighbouring Clansman 
Hotel before making their way to the Loch Ness Centre or the harbour for a cruise. 

The £2million expansion will be an exciting addition to the tourism offer of Loch Ness, creating local 
jobs and long term business opportunities for local operators.
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Supporting local businesses

Many local businesses and neighbouring residents 
support the plans for development at Brackla 
Harbour. To date, we have fully considered all 
matters raised by statutory consultees resulting in 
no objections to our proposals.

We have created many opportunities for local 
businesses, and we hope to create further openings 
for local businesses who wish to franchise at our 
site should we gain approval. The franchises that 
would become available at the proposed gift shop 
and shore-side catering facilities will allow local 
businesses to expand and fl ourish.

This will have the commensurate benefi t of 
enabling the local area to effectively contribute to 
the long term sustainable growth of the Highland 
economy, in an increasingly competitive global 
tourism market. Our plans are designed to benefi t 
all of the businesses that call our base home by 
creating room for expansion and opportunity for 
business growth with long term proposals for the 
next ten to twenty years.

“We have enjoyed a very cooperative 
and positive relationship with the Loch 
Ness Centre for decades. The plans to 
develop retail shops and a cafe at the 
harbour would create more local jobs, 
boost the economy, retain spend within 
the area and keep all businesses working 
in unison as they have been successfully 
for many years. 

The plans submitted by the Loch Ness 
Centre and the Bremner family to expand 
the parking facilities and improve 
access to the harbour are in direct 
response to demand and would make 
an excellent improvement for visitors 
and locals alike. We fully support these 
plans to develop Brackla Harbour and 
the Loch Ness Centre and look forward 
to continuing to work together for the 
betterment of Highland tourism.” 

Ian Miller, owner, Clansman Hotel
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Local Development Plan

The vision for consolidating and enhancing the existing tourism facility at Brackla Harbour responds 
to the emerging Highland wide Local Development Plan.  

The Council’s vision, as outlined in the Highland Structure Plan 2001, supports high quality tourism 
proposals in appropriate locations. The proposals put forward by the Bremner family clearly demonstrate 
the suitability of the location at Brackla Harbour for continued investment, enabling the existing high 
quality tourism facilities in the locality to flourish and grow.

We believe that our vision for enhancing the existing brownfield site at Brackla Harbour could 
rejuvenate the local area, making it even more attractive to tourists and locals alike. We wish to work 
in collaboration with the Council, relevant stakeholders and the community to develop a sustainable, 
viable and deliverable high quality tourism facility. 

We also remain committed to working in close collaboration with Jacobite Cruises Ltd.  Jacobite 
has been an excellent tenant and we have enjoyed a strong working relationship with the company 
for the last 20 years. While we recognise that Jacobite is pursuing its own planning application, we 
would have no hesitation in offering them an extended lease and the opportunity to benefit from our 
development and expansion proposals if the plans are consented.

If the proposals are granted planning permission, access has been agreed with Transport Scotland, 
ensuring that the development will be both safe and accessible. The plans for Brackla Harbour also 
take into account the strategic vision and objectives for tourism as set out in the various national and 
local tourism strategies. 



Delivering our plans

If our planning application is successful, our proposals are deliverable immediately. Loch Ness Centre 
is committed to the timely delivery and implementation of this important development to the Highland 
tourism industry. Given the importance of tourism to the Highland economy, particularly during these 
economically fragile times, the development is all the more critical to sustain the viability of existing 
businesses and communities. Our primary objective is to secure the future of the harbour operations, 
to effectively ‘future proof’ our facility in handling the growth in visitor and user numbers to Loch Ness. 

This is made extremely achievable by a number of factors:
ALL THE LAND FOR THE DEVELOPMENT IS OWNED BY THE BREMNER FAMILY. 
Because we own the land on which the development is proposed, there are no possible problems 
with land acquisition. Additionally, due to the fact we have run the existing Loch Ness Centre for three 
generations, we have good working relationships with all surrounding businesses.  

ACCESS HAD BEEN AGREED WITH TRANSPORT SCOTLAND.
This ensures that, if consented, the development could be operational very quickly, with little disruption 
to the surrounding area.

THE HARBOUR IS AN EXISTING TOURISM FACILITY 
As an existing facility looking to be improved and enhanced in a safe and environmentally friendly 
way, the proposals are comparatively simple. The proposals would also create direct, safe access to 
the loch – something which is currently unavailable to visitors. This direct access would also include 
provisions for disabled visitors.

THERE IS CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT FROM THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 
Many local businesses and indeed the neighbouring Clansman Hotel have pledged their support to the 
development. There have been no objections lodged to the proposal.

The Highland Council has the power by granting permission for this important development to 
positively contribute to a competitive, sustainable and adaptable Highland economy. This development 
will enable the continued growth of this existing high quality tourism site, as well as respond to the 
aspirations of existing tourism facilities and operators in the local area and region to continue to grow 
and fl ourish.



Next steps
The plans for Brackla Harbour were originally submitted to the Highland Council in 
March 2010. The Bremner family is hopeful that the application will be considered 
for approval at the Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey Planning Applications 
Committee on 1st March 2011. This upcoming committee meeting will mark an 
important point in the project, representing a year of planning, negotiation and 
collaboration with stakeholders and consultees.

For further information or to give feedback, please contact 
Kirstanne McDowall on 0131 220 0159 or email kirstanne.mcdowall@invictapa.co.uk.
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